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Crimson Crier  
Fall / Winter  2017 

Hilton Head Island ð Bluffton Alumnae 
Chapter  

Chartered February 26, 2012  
 

 

A Message from our President, 

Soror Pamela Redmon 

 

As we embark on 105 Years of our illustrious Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority, Inc., we are also delighted to have 

experienced the beginning of our Hilton Head Island-

Bluffton Alumnae Chapter's 6th Year.  We have worked hard 

in the community and achieved much to be proud of over the 

years.   

 

We have continued to have our annual Jazz Corner 

fundraiser, which gets better each year.  We are proud to be a 

partner with the Hilton Head Jazz Camp and support the 

Junior Jazz  Foundation financially, as well as through our 

community service. Habitat for Humanity continues to be 

important to us as we await the building of new homes for 

deserving families.  We look forward to assisting in "raising 

the roof" on another new home soon. The HHIBAC GEMS 

Program and Academy affords us the opportunity to work 

with middle and high school young ladies in building their 

self-awareness, promoting positive self-esteem, emphasizing 

the importance of community service and teaching them to 

accept and appreciate the diversity of others.  The Operation 

Christmas Child gift boxes is another opportunity for sorors 

to donate small gifts for boys and girls overseas. The Health 
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and Wellness of others as well as ourselves is emphasized monthly through the Delta S.I.Z.E.D 

(Sorors Invigorated Zealous Energetic and Determined)  Program, and our quarterly newsletter 

"Health Scoops.ò  Next year we will partner with Campbell Chapel AME Church on a 

community wellness initiative. 

 

Chapter members continue to raise money for our scholarship program.  Students in our service 

area who meet our criteria are identified and encouraged to complete the application process.  

HHIBAC has awarded more than $20,000 in scholarships since chartering in 2012.  We also 

contribute funds to the Community Foundation of the Lowcountry in support the Ruby Lott 

Stroman Endowment Fund. We are certainly proud of the honor given to our oldest HHIBAC 

soror, Ruby Lott Stroman, who will celebrate her 95th birthday on January 20th, 2018.  The 

Marion Johnson Payne Community Service Award, named in honor of  Marion Payne, our first 

chapter president, was presented for the first time this year to the Bluffton Soup Kitchen, which 

serves and delivers over 250 meals each week.  Several of our chapter sorors volunteer weekly at 

the Bluffton Soup Kitchen. 

 

There are changes all around us and we realize that there is "A New Day in Delta". We must be 

more financially exuberant especially in order to continue to present quality programs that 

support our Five Point Programmatic Thrust.  Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc is a "lifetime 

commitment" and a public service organization. We must realize it takes each of us to be 

dedicated and committed in serving our service areas.  
 

Membership Intake will be another important aspect of what we have committed to 

accomplish.  Be sure to mark your calendars and attend our DID Training on Saturday, 

December 2, 2017 at the Hilton Head Library.  Plan to be there promptly at 9:45am in order for 

us to begin at 10:00am for our meeting and training, which is scheduled for 5 hours.  Lunch will 

be served.  The registration is $30.00 per soror. We will have a visiting facilitator, Soror Darlene 

L. Broughton. All sorors are encouraged to attend.  Our next meeting will be on Saturday, 

January 6, 2018 beginning at 7:30am.  Please don't let the cost deter you.  All sorors are 

needed.  This is our chapter's MIT Training.  Itôs an all-day training and we will have visiting 

trainers and possible other sorors visiting who need MIT, too.  We will gather at H. E. 

McCracken Middle School, Bluffton, SC at 7:30 am.  We must be there to greet and be a part of 

this mandatory training.  

 

Congratulations on our elected Minerva Circle Sorors.  They will really contribute their time, 

talents, and dedication in ensuring all aspects of Membership Intake process is followed as 

directed from National. These sorors will meet again on Saturday, January 13th for more training 

during the day.  Although they are members of the Minerva Circle, each of us will be needed to 

assist, and hopefully you will be called upon.  This is why All Sorors are needed to attend the 

December 2th and January 6th meetings. 

 

Blessing to each of you!  

Pamᾂ  
 

CALLING ALL HHIBAC DELTAS TO ATTEND OUR DID AND MIT  TRAINING/ 

WORKSHOPS. WE NEED YOU! 
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Chaplain Latrice Campbellôs Message   
 

Weôre so ñThankfulò to be DELTAS. 

 

Distinguished 

Distinctive, devoted, delightful, dedicated 

women of distinction, 

carrying themselves proud yet humble 

as the young girl is surrounded by the elders, 

she gazes at theseé 

women of distinction, 

dreaming that someday 

she could be like them too 

honored, revered, 

cherished and loved, 

yet with all the love and honoring they receive 

they carry themselves with more humility than you and me 

those are the women of distinction 

they pass through a crowd and stand out 

only because they know what it is to live with and without 

they know what it is to work hard without recognition 

as they ripened on the tree and their flowers bloomed 

they hung gently from the tree 

suddenly to be noticed by you and me 

because that is not what theyôre all about 

but because you canôt ignore the doctors, the lawyers, 

the dreamers who live the dream 

the aspiring women who created hope in us 

the women who would not stay on the back of the bus 

the warriors when no one else would fight 

the leaders when few wanted to follow 

This is to say thanks to those who made it possible 

for me to be here today, 

living my dream among the crop as the cream. 

ï Paula Marshall, author 
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South Atlantic Monthly Regional Devotional Call ï Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017  

Rev. Dr. Trish Harleston, Regional Chaplain 
 

Submitted by Soror Diane Neal 

 

In our Delta Oath, we pledge to strive to maintain a ñcalm mind.ò Indeed, we all want to 

experience joy and peace in difficult timesðto have a sense of security and the confidence that 

the heavenly Father loves us. Yet we are oftentimes held back by worries and other pressures.  

Here are three ways to think right or maintain a ñcalm mindò from the Daily Devotional by 

Touch Ministries, November 10, 2017, based on Philippians 4:4-9 

 

 
1. Screen them. Imagine thereôs a grid protecting your mind, and whatever you think about 

must first pass through it. If you have built your filter upon the Word of God, any 

unscriptural ideas that try to get through will set off a warning alarm. You can check each 

thought by asking yourself a series of questions: Whatôs the source? Where will it lead 

me? Is this scripturally sound? Is this going to build me up or tear me down? Can I share 

this with someone else? Does it make me feel guilty? Does it fit who I am as a follower of 

Jesus Christ? 

  

2. Select them. God has given you the right and the power to decide whether or not you will 

accept a thought. Every time an opinion or teaching hits your screen, you can choose to 

either let it through or discard it. Since the idea itself may not be wrong or right, those 

same screening questions can help you know what to do next. 

 

3. Cultivate them. Accepting Godly thoughts (and rejecting evil ones) is not enough. You 

 need to dwell on the ideas that align with Godôs Word and then start practicing them.  

            Allow God to pour Himself into your life and to reign in your mind. In doing so, you will 

            see awesome changes take place. 
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Spotlight oné  
 

 

Soror Marion Johnson Payne 
 

              
 

Soror Marion Johnson Payne, Immediate Past HHIBAC President, was recently appointed by 

Soror Juanita Massenberg, South Atlantic Regional Director, as Co-Chair Education Awareness 

Committee for South Atlantic Region.  Soror Payne accepted the appointment with humility and 

appreciation. 
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2017 Fundraising Event 
 

Submitted by Soror Pamela Redmon and Soror Diane Neal 

 

Deltas Topped Off the Afternoon at Annual Fundraiser 

 

Hilton Head Island ï Bluffton Alumnae Chapterôs 2017 Annual Jazz Corner fundraiser was 

certainly a memorable event. Despite the cancellation of the September 17th date because of 

Hurricane Irma, Deltas hosted a wonderful afternoon filled with music, food, and fellowship at 

the Jazz Corner on October 22nd.  Sorors Pamela Redmon and Ashik Lewis, co-chairs, met with 

Kelli Leach to select the featured artists and plan the food.  Noted local artists performed familiar 

tunes that put everyone in a good mood. Lavone Stevens, Marlena Smalls, Earl Williams, the 

Candice Woodson Band, and Louise Spencer were among some of the artist.  The audience was 

so moved when Louise Spencer sang Etta Jamesô ñAt Last.ò 

 

One couldnôt help notice the Deltas because they wore RED fascinators.  Soror Carol Pringle 

suggested that chapter members distinguish themselves this year with RED fascinators.  Sorors 

Cynthia Sutton, Lenore Carter, Carol Pringle, Beverly Ohemeng, Florida Miller, Patricia 

Montgomery and Joyce Brown-Major greeted and seated the guests. 

 

This yearôs highlight was the presentation of the first Marion Johnson Payne Distinguished 

Community Leadership Service Award. It was presented to the Bluffton Community Soup 

Kitchen which is housed at Campbell AME Church. 

 

In addition to selling tickets, sorors garnered contributions from businesses, family members, 

friends, and other DST Chapters. The funds will be used for the benefit those in our service 

community, providing scholarships for high school seniors and Hilton Head Jazz Camp 

scholarships for talented middle and high school students. Since HHIBAC was chartered in 

February 2012, more than $20,000 in scholarships have been awarded.   

 

HHIBAC is indeed grateful to all who contibuted to the success of their 2017 Jazz Corner Event.  

                                                                   
Seated l-r: Soror Carol Pringle and Lenore Carter                        Soror Wanda Wood-Knox graced us  

Standing 1-r:  Sorors Ashiki Lewis and Florida Miller                      with music before the event. 
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Jazz Corner Photo Collage  
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Hilton Head Island ï Bluffton Alumnae Chapter 

Chartered February 26, 2012 

 

Pamela Redmon, President                                                             Carol Pringle, Vice President 

 

The Hilton Head Island ï Bluffton Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. would like 

to express sincere thanks to our sponsors and contributors for the success of our 2017 Jazz 

Corner Event ñDeltas Topping Off the Afternoon.ò All donations are appreciated and will help us 

to award scholarships and fund outreach programs in our service area. 

Diamond Donor 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc 

Queens Alumnae Chapter, Dr. Pressley, President 

 $1,000 donated to the Ruby Lott Stroman Endowment Fund 

in honor of Ruby Lott Stroman 

 

Fortitude Donor 
 

Donna Williams $500  

 

Violets and Pearls Donors 
 

Diane Nealôs Family & Friendsô Collective Sponsorship $300 

All Pro Tires $250 

Vera Rogers $250 

Tim Singleton $250 

 
Crimson and Cream Donors 

 

Thomas C. Barnwell $125 

Alex Brown $100 

Yvonne Curl $100 

Todd Crutchley $100 

Sandra Walker $100 

 

Donations 

 

Nail Tech (gift certificate) 

Oilerie (gift basket) 

Brad and Leticia Zervas won the Oilerie gift basket for the second consecutive year, donated it 

back, and solicited the audience for matching funds. 
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Educational Development 
 
Submitted by Soror Diane Neal 

 

A Jazzy Gift That Keeps Giving 
 

Hilton Head Island - Bluffton Alumnae Chapterôs 2017  Hilton Head Jazz Camp 

impact/partnership was three-fold:  volunteering, providing camp scholarships to deserving 

youngsters in their service area, and attending concerts during the HH Jr. Jazz Camp week in 

addition to the Jr. Jazz Foundation Events.  On July 8th, sorors sorted t-shirts, assembled name 

tags, and stuffed/labeled folders. They greeted campers, parents and faculty, distributed folders, 

and graded the theory test on July 10th. The campers and faculty demonstrated lots of energy and 

excitement about the week-long camp experience.  When the mixed big bands, combos, and 

vocal Jazz ensembles performed at the Finale everyone delighted in the music. 

Finally, sorors served as ushers at the Jazz for All Ages Jazz Festival on September 7th during the 

calm night before Hurricane Irma and many sorors were also patrons. The tune by Louis 

Armstrong, What a Wonderful World, still resonates with them because Deltaôs mission is to 

make communities and the world better. 

                                                

A group of sorors fold, organize t-shirts and               The Hilton Head Jazz Camp Big Band plays  

Folders for 80 Hilton Head Jazz campers.                     ñWe Are Familyò at the Finale.                

 

                                                              
 

Soror Joyce Brown- Major with Rashad                         l-r Sorors Diane Neal, Wanda Wood-Knox, 

Gadson, one of the chapterôs scholarship                        and Patricia Montgomery served as ushers 

recipients.  He plays five instruments.                 at the September 7th Jazz for All Ages event. 
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Lois Masteller said, ñDeltas Are Simply the ñBestò because HHIBAC collaborated with the Jr. 

Jazz Foundation and volunteered at the September 7th and November 13th Jazz for All Ages 

events.  Sorors Diane Neal, Wanda Knox, and Trish Montgomery represented the chapter at the 

September concert. Sorors Michele Dallas, Dorothea Hooks, Beverly Ohemeng, and Pamela 

Redmon volunteered at the November 13th Jazz For All Ages concert where a tribute to Ella 

Fitzgeraldôs 100th birthday at the Sonesta Resorrt was featired/  Ella Fitzgerald was often referred 

to as the ñFirst Lady of Songò or the ñQueen of Jazz.ò 

 

The Junior Jazz Campôs Rising Stars opened the performance with Smile and the World Will 

Smile With You. Some of the other songs that were featured by the Carmen Bradford and Joe 

Gransdenôs 17- Piece Big Band were  A Tisket, A Tasket, All of Me, Blue Skies, and Imagination. 

 

A good number of sorors, family members and friends enjoyed the concert. Thus, all three 2017 

Jr. Jazz Camp and Jr. Jazz Foundation Partnership goals were met because of chapter membersô 

dedication and participantion.  HHIBAC met the following goals: 

 

1.  To provide one-week HH Jr. Jazz camp scholarships to deserving middle and high 

school youth who reside in our service area, volunteer, and attend HH Jr. Jazz Camp 

performances. 

2. To serve as volunteers for the Bob Mastellerôs Jazz for All Ages Jazz Festival and 

encourage chapter member and friends to attend. 

3. To be recognized as a sponsor for the Jr. Jazz Foundation fundraiser ï Jazz for  

All Ages Jazz Festival. 
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                                    Jazz For All Ages  

                                  November 13, 2017 

 

Soror Pamela Redmon and Carmen Bradford,                  Soror Pamela Redmon and Soror Michele Dallas 

featured singer                                                                                volunteered on behalf of HHIBAC 
  

 

Soror Beverly Ohemeng and Soror Dorothea Hooks           Soror Diane Neal and Gail Beckford, her sister                  

volunteered on behalf of HHIBAC                                                          from New Jersey 

 

 

                      Gail and Rodney Beckford                            l-r Soror Wanda Wood-Knox, Soror Donna 

                                                                                     Williams, Cassandra Muthleb, (Donnaôs niece from   

                                                                                           Chicago), and Soror Patricia Montgomery.  

 

  

 


